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which have got different rules and regula-
tions. These funding sources ought to be 
streamlined into one source and one set of 
rules and regulations. And the States ought 
to be given flexibility to expand services for 
people looking for work. 

In other words, the system needs to be 
simplified and focused on the consumer, who 
happens to be the person we’re trying to help 
find a job. A complex system makes it much 
harder for people to succeed. A complex sys-
tem makes it hard to get results, the results 
we want, which is an educated workforce, 
people educated to meet the needs of the 
21st century. 

The House of Representatives—and Davis 
was very much involved in this—passed a bill 
that includes the reforms I’m talking about. 
And the Senate must act so that we can bet-
ter get unemployed people back to work in 
America, so that we can make sure as our 
economy changes, the workforce changes 
with it. 

Technologies race through our economy, 
and as they do so, the workforce can become 
much more productive. But the problem is, 
is that unless there is a concerted, focused 
effort to help our citizens stay up with tech-
nological change, people will be left behind. 
And that’s not what we want in America. We 
want an educated workforce to keep this 
country the most productive in the world. 
And with the right focus and the right poli-
cies out of the United States Congress, this 
is an objective that I’m confident we can 
achieve, because I believe this country can 
achieve everything—anything we set our 
mind to. I believe in the greatness of Amer-
ica. And our greatness is not just our military 
might. We’re great at that, by the way, but 
that’s not our greatness. Our greatness is the 
ability for the American people to rise to any 
challenge. That is our greatness. 

Look what we’ve been through. We’ve 
been through a terrorist attack and a national 
emergency; we’ve been through a recession; 
we’ve been through corporate scandals 
where CEOs forgot what it means to be a 
responsible citizen. People didn’t tell the 
truth. They were not responsible to their 
shareholders and employees. They will be 
held to account for their irresponsible behav-

ior. And that was a shock to our system. 
We’ve been through war. 

And yet we’re a strong nation and we’re 
a confident nation, because we’re a nation 
full of people who are hard-working and 
dedicated, people who love freedom, people 
who love our country, people who are re-
sponsible citizens. 

But most importantly, we’re a nation that 
is made up of compassionate people who 
care deeply when one of us hurts. There’s 
a lot of people in this Nation who want to 
help those who are looking for work. The 
Federal Government has a role. The people 
who are involved in education have a role. 
Employers have a role. But the thing that 
gives me most heart is that the nature of the 
American person—the American people is 
such that when we face a challenge, we will 
rise to that challenge on an individual basis 
and a collective basis. 

This is a fabulous country called America, 
and I’m proud to be your President. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. in the 
Ernst Community Cultural Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert Templin, president, 
Northern Virginia Community College; and 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Honoring NCAA Winter 
Champion Teams 
June 17, 2003 

Thanks for coming to the White House on 
Champions Day, the day we honor our Na-
tion’s champs. 

I first want to say that, obviously, you know 
how to play hoops in the East—[laughter]— 
as our Texas teams found out. [Laughter] 
And it seems like Minnesota is pretty good 
at hockey too. 

I now know why we’ve got all these Sen-
ators from New York and Minnesota and 
Connecticut, as well as Members of the 
House from those three States. Welcome, 
and thank you all for honoring these fine stu-
dent athletes. We’re glad you’re here. 

I want to welcome the University of Con-
necticut women’s basketball team back to the 
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White House. Geno told me last time that— 
last time I greeted them here—that they 
would be back. He really didn’t say it that 
way; we’ll play like he said it that way— 
makes a better story. [Laughter] At any rate, 
congratulations to you all. I appreciate Jef-
frey Hathaway coming as well. These ladies 
can flat play basketball, and they are a great 
credit to women’s athletics and to sport. 
They’ll probably be back next year too. We’re 
really glad you’re here, and I’m glad Diana 
has given me the jersey. She is—thank God 
I don’t have to guard her. [Laughter] 

I also want to welcome the University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities men’s hockey team 
back here again as well. I appreciate Don 
Lucia. I want to thank the athletic director, 
Joel Maturi, as well for coming. It’s good to 
see these men back. They also know how to 
play hockey really well. They told me they’d 
be back again next year. Senator Dayton was 
a heck of a goalie in his day, but I don’t know 
if he could stop these guys or not. [Laughter] 
I know the State of Minnesota is proud of 
your accomplishments. We’re really glad 
you’re here. 

And we’re also glad that the ladies’ hockey 
team from the University of Minnesota-Du-
luth is here. It’s good to see Dr. Martin. 
Thank you for coming back—as well as Shan-
non Miller. She’s been the coach for 4 years 
and has won three national championships. 
It sounds like to me, Dr. Martin, you’d better 
give her a raise. [Laughter] It’s a State issue, 
of course. [Laughter] But congratulations to 
you all. 

I also want to congratulate Syracuse for 
winning their first national championship. It’s 
a great tribute to Jim Boeheim, who is a heck 
of a guy and a great leader of men. Congratu-
lations, Coach. I know you’ve worked hard 
for this. If it wasn’t the University of Texas, 
I’m glad it was you. [Laughter] You’ve got 
some great players on your team. I’m sure 
some of us are going to be asking Carmelo 
Anthony for a loan one of these days— 
[laughter]—so keep the interest rates low. 
[Laughter] But congratulations on winning 
a tough tournament. You’re a great credit to 
the sport. 

I also want to welcome Mike Tirico, who 
is here. Where are you, Mike? Oh, there you 
are. Congratulations on being a Syracuse 

grad. I know you were objective in your anal-
ysis of the—[laughter]—of the tournament. 
But thanks for coming. 

I—one of the things I really appreciate 
about these days is that, when you welcome 
these champs, is that it reminds people of 
the basics of life, the need to serve something 
greater than yourself in life. Championship 
teams don’t win because of a star. Champion-
ship teams win because people are willing 
to work together for a greater good, in this 
case, the team. Championship teams win be-
cause people are willing to work hard and 
sacrifice for something important. These are 
values that are really important not only in 
sport but in life as well. 

The other thing that’s important about a 
championship team is to—for people to un-
derstand that you can be a champ on the 
court or on the ice as well as off the court 
and off the ice. 

I’ve asked Dr. Martin if she remembered 
what I said last year about people serving 
their communities in which they live. She 
said, ‘‘You bet. We’ve got girls on our team 
who are mentoring.’’ One girl said she works 
for the Boys and Girls Club. 

My call to the champs is to be a champ 
off the playing—when you’re not playing as 
well. You’ve got a chance to make a dif-
ference in somebody’s life. There’s always 
some little kid draped over the—draped over 
the ice, looking at the star Minnesota players, 
wondering what it’s like to be a star. And 
a star is somebody who sets a good example. 
A star is somebody who says, ‘‘I’ve got some 
God-given talents, and I want to help some-
body else utilize his or her talents so they 
can realize the American Dream.’’ There’s 
always some little guy hanging around or 
some girl hanging around courtside watching 
champs, watching behavior. And you have a 
chance as champions to set such a good ex-
ample for America’s young, so that the next 
generation of athletes will know what it 
means to be a champ on the court or on the 
rink as well as off the court and off the rink. 

And so I’m here today to congratulate you 
for setting such a good example. Now that 
the spotlight is on you, assume responsibility. 
Do your job as an American. Love somebody 
just like you’d like to be loved yourself, and 
America will be a better place for it. 
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Welcome to the White House. May God 
bless your talents, and may God continue to 
bless our great country. Thank you very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Geno Auriemma, women’s basket-
ball head coach, Jeffrey Hathaway, athletic direc-
tor-designate, and Diana Taurasi, player, Univer-
sity of Connecticut; Don Lucia, men’s hockey 
head coach, University of Minnesota; Kathryn A. 
Martin, chancellor, University of Minnesota-Du-
luth; Carmelo Anthony, men’s basketball player, 
Syracuse University; and Mike Tirico, sports com-
mentator for ESPN and ABC. 

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 2004 
Reception 
June 17, 2003 

Thank you all. I would say take a seat, 
but—[laughter] Thanks for coming. There’s 
nothing like having a few friends over for a 
cocktail or two. [Laughter] 

I appreciate you all being here. I had an 
uneventful ride over from the White House; 
nobody got hurt, and my Segway is parked 
outside. [Laughter] 

I do want to thank you all for coming. Your 
support is laying the groundwork for a strong 
nationwide effort next year. Your support is 
going to help us achieve a strong nationwide 
victory. 

I want to thank you for your help tonight. 
I want to thank you for what you’re going 
to do as well. I want to thank you for helping 
to invigorate the grassroots all across this 
country. I want to thank you for the phone 
calls you’ll make, for the signs you’ll put up 
in the yard, and for helping spread the posi-
tive message of this administration. 

The political season will come in its own 
time. Right now, this administration is fo-
cused on the people’s business. We’ve got 
a lot on the agenda. We will continue to earn 
the confidence of the American people by 
keeping this Nation prosperous, strong, and 
secure. 

I want to thank Marv and Doro for reading 
the introductions just like I wrote them. 
[Laughter] I really am sorry that one mem-
ber of our family is not here, the great First 

Lady of the United States. She sends her 
best. Now that she’s not here, I can tell you 
I am incredibly proud of the job she is doing. 
She is a strong, steady, gracious First Lady. 
And I say, ‘‘Now that she’s not here’’—she’d 
probably be angry with me for bragging on 
her. 

I want to thank the chairman of our cam-
paign-to-be, Marc Racicot. I want to appre-
ciate Marc for his service to our country. I 
appreciate so very much my friend Mercer 
Reynolds’ willingness to be the chairman of 
the Bush-Cheney National Finance Com-
mittee. This is our first event, as Marv and 
Doro indicated. It also happens to be Mer-
cer’s 58th birthday. He doesn’t look a year 
older than 58. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Julie Finley, Shelly 
Kamins, Jim and Sandy Langdon, Dwight 
and Martha Schar, and Dick Hug for being 
the cochairmen of this event. I want to thank 
all the folks who worked hard to put it on. 
Mostly, I want to thank you all for your gen-
erous contributions. 

You know, in the last 21⁄2 years, our great 
Nation has faced some great challenges. And 
we have acted decisively to confront them. 
I came to this office to solve problems, not 
to pass them on to other Presidents and other 
generations. I came to seize opportunities 
and not let them slip away. We are meeting 
the tests of our time. 

Terrorists declared war on the United 
States, and war is what they got. We have 
captured or killed many key leaders of the 
Al Qaida network, and the rest of them know 
we’re on their trail. In Afghanistan, in Iraq, 
we gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those 
regimes chose defiance, and those regimes 
are no more. Fifty million people in those 
two countries once lived under tyranny, and 
now they live in freedom. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was 
not receiving the resources as needed, and 
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased 
the defense budget to prepare for threats of 
a new era. And today, no one in the world 
can question the skill and strength and spirit 
of the United States military. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an 
economy in recession. Then the attacks on 
our country, scandals in corporate America, 
and war affected the people’s confidence, 


